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mere animal existence, the only luxury of
which, is the limited exercise of domestic
affection. Their ignorance probably ap-
peared more striking, as compared with
the refined tastes of the Dewanjee himself;
and it was truly grievous to observe, that
the prejudices of sect and country, should
erect such powerful barriers against family
sympathy, and so humiliatingly degrade
one sex, as even to render them incapable
of understanding, that the other could
possess wisdom.

I found it a hopeless task to endeavour
to interest beings whose lives were so pri-
mitive, in any of the customs of the world
about them; a certain number of simple
ideas must exist in the mind, before com-
plex ones can be introduced, or formed;
and even these, of the quality I required,
were wanting; so, in my own defence, I
commenced tea-making, endeavouring to
afford a practical illustration of the dis-
tinctions between the chemical processes
of decoction, and infusion. The Dewan-